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[ Abstract] Despite the strong issue linkage between environmental governance and climate
change, few studies have explored whether and how participating in international environ-
mental agreements influences national climate governance. This study adopts a network per-
spective to examine how a country’s embeddedness in the international environmental agree-
ment network shapes its domestic climate governance. On the one hand, deeper embedded-
ness in this network facilitates the sharing of governance experience and knowledge between
the interconnected domains of environment and climate, thereby supporting and advancing
domestic climate governance efforts. On the other hand, if a country has alternative sources
of governance experience and knowledge, the marginal effect of the international environ-
mental agreement network will be weakened. Using a panel dataset of 190 countries from
1990 to 2021 and multiple statistical analyses, this study finds that countries with greater
embeddedness in the international environmental agreement network are more likely to adopt
a larger number of domestic climate policies and legislation. However, when a country has
well-developed domestic environmental non-governmental organizations ( NGOs) that pro-
vide relevant knowledge and information, the influence of international environmental agree-
ment network embeddedness on domestic climate governance actions decreases. These find-
ings suggest that domestic environmental NGOs and international environmental agreement
networks act as substitutes rather than complements in providing policymakers with profes-
sional knowledge and expertise. Overall, this study offers a new analytical perspective and
empirical evidence for understanding the effectiveness of international environmental agree-
ments and the interplay between international environmental and domestic climate govern-
ance.
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